Britannia Square Residents’ Association
COMMITTEE MEETING
Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 23 April 2013
At 8:00 pm at 8 Albany Terrace
Our thanks to Kate Harrison for hosting this meeting.
1. Attendance
1.1  Apologies:
John Ball

1.2  Present:
Anna Hooper, Chairman

Clive Collings

David Greenhill

Kate Harrison
Nicky Neville-Lee

Ian Terry

Kate Tait

Guest speaker: Paul Mountain

2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
2.1 To confirm the minutes of the previous meeting

Agreed.
2.2 Matters arising unless otherwise on the agenda

See agenda items.
3. Events

3.1 Summer Party Sun 2 Jun 2013

Anna Hooper has issued invitations to local councillors, etc., including Pat Agar, the likely next Mayor.  Anna will write a flyer to publicise the party and seek help.
Action Anna Hooper
We have the use of Springfield’s hall for games, music and in case of bad weather.

We agreed to encourage food sharing by allocating a picnic buffet area.

Kelvin Hard will be Games Master.  Anna will recruit Dave and Lindsay Pye as games helpers.   We approved £25 for Kelvin to use for prizes at his discretion.
Action Anna Hooper

Raffle prizes may be delivered to Anna, possibly including the cakes from the competition.

Kate Harrison and Gwen Baker will organise the music with assistance from Lucas.  Harry will play his saxophone again.

Anna will invite Laura and Lizzie from Laura Elizabeth Cakes to judge the cake competition.  The theme will be Crowns (with reference to the Coronation anniversary.)

Anna and Angela will re-stage a simplified version of the treasure hunt that was washed out last year.  Anna has some chocolate prizes. 

We expect to clear up on Sunday.

Nicky Neville-Lee has kindly arranged the use of the Church’s marquee.  John Ball and John Prosser will organise the marquee erection.
Action John Ball
3.2 AGM
This will be held on Friday 8 November 2013 at 7:00pm for wine and chat followed by the formalities at 7:30pm.  John Ball will run the bar.  There will be nibbles only, which we will fund.

We will canvass ideas for a guest speaker at the summer party.

We need to schedule a Saturday morning shoe box wrapping session for Liz Prosser in early November.

It would be helpful to discover the earliest house in Britannia Square to give us a date for the BS Bicentenary party.

4. Newsletter
We aim to publish our Autumn Newsletter in time to publicise the AGM.  We will plan this in our September meeting.

5. Neighbourhood Watch

We await responses from our new neighbourhood watch initiative.
6. Broadband

BT and the council are having a site meeting on 26 April.  Anna will monitor and chase progress.
7. Committee Members’ reports

7.1  Planning:
It was very disappointing to hear that 34BS has received retrospective planning consent with only minor conditions, despite all the preceding issues and concerns.  We believe that this may be a reflection of the council’s lack of resources to take the enforcement action that we felt was necessary.

7.2 Highways:
Nothing new to report.
7.3  Lighting:
Nothing new to report.
7.4 Finance:

No significant change from the last meeting.  We anticipate some more membership income.
8. BSRA and Charitable Status – Paul Mountain

We were most grateful to Paul Mountain for his careful explanation of the potential benefits of charitable status, based on his professional expertise and experience of chairing the Hartlebury Castle Preservation Trust.   Paul provided notes on his talk and expressed his willingness to help and advise us if we wished to take this further.

We agreed that we would investigate the Localism Act 2011 and the potential for a Neighbourhood Plan.  Kate Tait agreed to look at this and advise us at the next meeting.
Action Kate Tait
9. Any other business
None.
10. Dates of future meetings & events
10 Sep 2013 8pm – 22 Britannia Square (David Greenhill)
2 Jun 2013 – Summer Party

8 Nov 2013 – AGM

19 Nov 2013 – Committee Meeting at 52 Britannia Square (Clive Collings)

Christmas Carols Party – 22 Dec 2013 t.b.c

